
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To:      City Council  

From:   Chris Zapata, City Manager  
 

Mark Your Calendar 

Big Read Kickoff (reminder and flyers attached) 

Saturday, March 3, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Main Library 

 Join the San Leandro Library in kicking off its new Big Read Program 

tomorrow with a cooking demonstration of Mexican cuisine! A reading will 

be made both in English and Spanish from author Rosario Castellanos' The 

Cooking Lesson, a short story presented in Sun, Stone and Shadows: 20 Great 

Mexican Short Stories, an anthology of some of Mexico's finest authors edited 

by Jorge Hernández. 

 Mayor Cassidy will host a Coffee with the Mayor especially for San 

Leandro’s Spanish speaking community at 1:00 p.m. in the Lecture Hall of 

the Library, and I will be introduced to the group.  Then the kickoff event for 

the Big Read will begin at 2:00 p.m.  The coffee meeting and the kickoff will 

be translated into Spanish. 

 The kickoff event will also coordinate registration to all event attendees 

who are interested in signing up for a Sun, Stone and Shadows Big Read Book 

Club.  All registrants will receive a free copy of this anthology while supplies 

last.  Copies will be available in either English or Spanish.  Light refreshments 

will be served. View a listing of all Big Read events here. 

 For more information about this event or the other Big Read 2012 events, 

which run from March to May 2012, please contact the Main Library’s 

Information Desk at 577-3971. 

 

Celebrating the Art of Gaman by Delphine Hirasuna (information attached) 

Sunday, March 4, 2:00 p.m., San Leandro History Museum and Art 

Gallery, 320 West Estudillo Avenue 

 On Sunday, San Francisco based author Delphine Hirasuna will be 

speaking about the art of gaman (enduring the seemingly unbearable with 

dignity and patience).  Her book, The Art of Gaman: Arts And Crafts from the 

Japanese American Internment Camps, 1942-1946, features art created by 

internees of Relocation Camps during the Second World War. 

 

Girl Scouts of America 100
th
 Birthday Celebration 

Monday, March 12, 6:30 p.m., Civic Center Plaza 

 Monday evening, March 12, the local Girl Scouts of Northern California 

Dos Pueblos Service Unit (San Leandro’s Troop organization) will be 

celebrating the 100
th
 birthday of the Girl Scouts of America (GSA) in the 

Civic Center Plaza starting at 6:30 p.m. 

 Mayor Cassidy will be issuing a Proclamation in honor of the GSA 

milestone early in the program (approximately 6:40 p.m.; they are aware you 

have a Work Session at 7:00 p.m.). 

Week ending March 2, 2012 

City Manager’s 

Weekly Update 

U P C O M I N G  

M E E T I N G S  

3/5 Special Meeting and 

Closed Session, 

5:30 p.m., City 

Manager’s Large 

Conference Room 

3/5 City Council Meeting, 

7:00 p.m., 

Council Chambers 

3/6 Shoreline-Marina 

Committee Meeting - 

CANCELLED 

3/8 Business and Housing 

Committee Meeting, 

4:00 p.m., 

Sister Cities Gallery 

3/9 Airport Committee 

Meeting, 9:00 a.m., 

Sister Cities Gallery 

3/12 City Council Work 

Session, 7:00 p.m., 

Council Chambers 

3/13 Facilities Committee 

Meeting, 4:00 p.m., 

Sister Cities Gallery 

3/15 CC/SLUSD Committee 

Meeting, 4:00 p.m., 

District Offices 

3/16 Finance Committee 

Meeting, 8:15 a.m., 

Sister Cities Gallery 

3/19 City Council Meeting, 

7:00 p.m., 

Council Chambers 

3/22 Rules and 

Communications 

Meeting, 4:30 p.m., 

Sister Cities Gallery 

3/26 Ad Hoc Committee to 

Review Future of SL 

Hospital and 

Community Healthcare, 

4:30 p.m., City 

Manager’s Large 

Conference Room 

3/26 City Council Work 

Session, 7:00 p.m., 

Location TBD 

http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10429


 The Dos Pueblos Service Unit is inviting all GSA troops in San Leandro to the celebration, which 

will include singing of Happy Birthday and cupcakes. 

 You are all welcome to attend; no RSVP is necessary. 

 

Council Information 

Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) Update on the 2012-13 Budget:  The 2011 Realignment of Adult 

Offenders Report 

 The California Police Chiefs Association believes the report (link highlighted above) contains a 

fundamentally flawed assumption, namely that realignment is an exclusive county function.  Realignment 

is a public safety strategy, and public safety responsibilities are shared by both county and municipal 

governments. 

 The vast majority of front-line police protection is done, not at the county level, but at the municipal 

police level, about which the LAO report is distressingly silent.  Realignment felons are, for the most part, 

residing in areas protected by city police agencies, yet the LAO report contains no acknowledgement of 

that reality, nor does it address redeployment issues that front-line law enforcement agencies have had to 

do – out of their own resources – in order to cope with the influx of realignment felons into their 

communities. 

 Finally, the notion that LAO is recommending that the Governor cease funding CCP’s (community 

correction plans) misses the point – if realignment is going to be successful, continued oversight and 

engagement by the local CCP’s is necessary.  Realignment has the potential to yield better outcomes than 

we experienced under the old methodologies, but only if innovative collaboration is the norm.  

Suggesting, as the LAO report seems to, that realignment is an exclusive county function, undermines the 

very notion of innovative collaboration. 

 Chief Spagnoli will be following the matter and providing further information as it becomes 

available. 

 

Update on City Credit Agency Ratings 

 This week the City received the credit agency ratings on the Pension Obligation Bonds, Series 2012.  

Moody’s Investors Service assigned an Aa3 rating and Standard & Poor’s assigned an A+.  The ratings 

represent the best the City could have anticipated for this issuance.  These ratings are consistent with the 

past City ratings for Certificates of Participation.  The common statement from the agencies was that the 

City’s financial condition is Stable.  In light of the economic recession, the Federal government’s rating 

downgrade, and investor concerns regarding redevelopment in California, these ratings and the views that 

the City is financially stable is a noteworthy accomplishment for the City Council. 

 The updated calendar for the Pension Obligation Bonds shows the Preliminary Official Statement to 

be printed and posted early next week.  Pre-pricing and pricing will take place on March 13/14, with the 

pre-closing and closing (delivery of funds) on March 21/22. 

 

Community Development Update – March 2012 (attached) 

 An update on projects and happenings in the Community Development Department during the month 

of February 2012 is attached for your information.  Highlighted articles include:  Introducing Lit San 

Leandro Workshop; the Pasteurization Technology Group; the closure of the Bayfair Center’s Chevys; a 

preview of planning activities for March, April and May; an overview of unemployment rates; and a 

monthly business tip. 

 The Community Development Update is available in multiple locations on the City website including 

in the Community Development page, the Business Development page and under Neighborhood News. It 

is also listed as a City News Item.  

 The Community Development Update is also distributed via Constant Contact to a database of 

approximately 500 individuals.  

  

http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10637
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10637
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10664
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10663


 

Council Follow-Up 

Agenda for Washington, D.C. Meetings with Representatives and Administration (attached) 

 

City Council Retreat 2012 Slide Presentation Update (attached) 

 Two slides from the City Council Winter Retreat 2012 slide presentation have been changed to 

correct one and clarify information on the other.  The salary information on the General Fund Positions 

and Salary & Benefit Costs slide was inaccurate, although the other data on the slide was correct.  The 

Finance Department’s data appeared correct, but importing it into the graph resulted in an incorrect 

presentation.  Now, the correlation between changes over the years in the number of FTEs and the salaries 

appears consistent. 

 A note has been added to the slide for Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) Rates.  The note 

explains the decline in the Public Safety employer rate between 2011-12 and 2012-13 because of the 

refinancing of the Side Fund obligation. 

 

 

  



 
  



  



  



 

  



 

 

Lit San Leandro Launch 
A standing room only crowd of more than 75 developers, brokers, business owners and policy makers 
met Tuesday February 7 for a workshop and discussion of the public-private fiber optic project known as 
Lit San Leandro. Dr. J. Patrick Kennedy, the CEO of OSIsoft and founder of Lit San Leandro, as well as 
other industry experts, highlighted the technology and the economic benefits of the proposed 11-mile 
high-speed fiber optic loop.   
 
"A fiber network is going to determine, economically, who 
succeeds and who doesn't,” explained Dr. Kennedy, who is 
funding the installation of the loop in city-owned underground 
conduits at a cost of approximately $3 million. “The loop will be 
able to serve companies that require access to huge amounts 
of bandwidth, such as medical firms, online gaming and media 
companies, and data centers.”  
 
“This unique public private partnership will allow San Leandro to 
join Santa Clara and Palo Alto as the only Bay Area 
municipalities with community fiber loops, and place the City in 
an excellent position to attract the businesses of the future” 
explained Mayor Cassidy.   
 
Work crews completed the first installation of fiber optic cables 
under Davis Street in Downtown San Leandro on February 6. 
The new fiber will be connected to the outside world via fiber 
strands leased from BART. Fiber installation will continue in the coming months and ultimately result in 
the completion of the 11-mile loop through much of the City’s commercial and industrial land.  
 
Lit San Leandro is a key component of a larger City effort to develop a strategy to enhance broadband 
service and availability for businesses in San Leandro. The City has undertaken a substantial outreach 
effort to understand shortcomings in current service availability, expected needs for the future, and 
opportunities and constraints related to expanding broadband infrastructure networks. This work will 
result in the creation of a Broadband Strategy that will identify priority projects in targeted parts of the City 
as well as State and Federal funding opportunities for system expansion.  A draft of the Broadband 
Strategy is scheduled to be released in April 2012. 
 
A video of the workshop along with additional information including “Lit San Leandro: An Overview for 
Real Estate Professionals” is available at www.litsanleandro.com. (Citywide) 
 

 

 
 

 The Pasteurization Technology Group (PTG), a San Leandro startup, recently opened at 2995 
Teagarden St.  PTG is a venture-capital backed company that is revolutionizing the disinfection of 
wastewater with its patented “two-for-one” technology that combines wastewater disinfection with 
the generation of renewable energy. The company is the first and only company in the world to 
combine wastewater disinfection with renewable-energy generation.  “San Leandro is an ideal 
place to do business,” said Greg Ryan, Jr., the founder of PTG. “It is centrally located with the 
freeway, BART and the Oakland International Airport close by. There are lots of manufacturers in 

Redevelopment and Business Development 

March 2012 

 

  Justin Reilly, Cassidy Turley/CPS 

 

http://www.litsanleandro.com/


the area: the City of San Leandro makes it easy to operate here and it is safe, unlike some larger 
cities.” (District 3) 

 

 The East Bay EDA released its quarterly economic update and Q4 2011 economic indicators for 
the East Bay. This report is prepared by Beacon Economics and shows that although the East 
Bay economy continues to lag, a broad range of indicators show that the area poised for 
respectable growth in the years ahead.  A complete copy of the report is available here. 
(Citywide) 

 

 The San Leandro Coca Cola Bottling Plant, located at 14655 Wicks Boulevard, unveiled their 
new hydrogen-powered fork lift and pallet jack fleet on February 10. The changes in the fleet will 
result in 1.6 million KWH of savings annually, 
which is enough energy to power 130 homes for a 
year. Their alternatively-fueled equipment is 
another green initiative to reduce the company’s 
carbon footprint, while realizing operational cost 
savings.  Other green initiatives include waste 
reduction measures which divert nearly 98% of the 
factory’s solid waste from the landfill. Coca Cola 
also installed a new bottling system last year, 
investing approximately $15 million in technology 
that forms the bottles on site which reduced their 
transportation costs and fleet emissions by 60%. (District 3) 

 

 The Chevy’s Fresh Mex Restaurant located at Bayfair Center closed its doors permanently on 
Sunday February 19.  Chevy’s was acquired in 2005 by California-based Real Mex Restaurants 
Inc. which owns several other Mexican restaurant concepts.  The company filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy in October of this year seeking to reorganize its debts.  Madison Marquette, the 
owners of Bayfair Mall are confident they can quickly find another tenet for the desirable 
restaurant space. (District 2) 
 

 
Business Tip:  Small Business Administration (SBA) 

The United States Small Business Administration provides a wealth of information to assist entrepreneurs 
in establishing and managing a business. The SBA also offers loans, grants, and tax-exempt bonds for 

qualifying business enterprises. You can speak directly with a local SBA 
representative by calling 415-744-6820 or find more information at 

www.sba.gov 

 

 

 

 

 The Building Division has continued implementing the very successful Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant Program. This program provides classes for San Leandro residents 
on practical and inexpensive ways to reduce energy use at home.  Every resident of San Leandro 
that attends the class is eligible for a no-cost home energy audit.  This audit includes 
depressurizing the house and testing the heating system for duct leakage, and suggestions on 
how to improve the energy efficiency. If the homeowner seals the leaks and sets up a retest (no 
charge) and a 15% or more improvement is made, they are eligible for up to $400 in 
reimbursement for their out-of-pocket expenses. The program has been very well received and to 
date the Building Division staff has tested 63 houses, and has had to increase testing 
appointments to meet demand. Over 35 people attended January’s class and the next class is 
scheduled for March 28 in the Civic Center South Offices Conference Room at 6:30 pm.  Staff is 
looking forward to staying busy with the program until the grant runs out in September.  (Citywide)  
 

Planning, Zoning and Building Updates 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-US&biw=796&bih=467&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=TbPZClC5rmBrYM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.smbnow.com/2011/07/28/small-business-loans-announced-by-sba-for-michigan/&docid=v4drhf4HjtWl0M&imgurl=http://blog.smbnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/SBA-logo.jpg&w=1965&h=1001&ei=2xBRT-OnI4aMigLr4cG0Bg&zoom=1
http://www.beaconecon.com/
http://www.eastbayeda.org/research_facts_figures/newsletters/monthly/201202/mo_intro.aspx
http://www.sba.gov/


 William Schock the City of San Leandro Chief Building Official has been appointed to the 
California Building Standards Commission’s Green Building Code Advisory Committee. He will be 
assisting with the adoption of a new triennial edition of the California Building Standards Code. 
(Citywide) 

 

 On February 21, City Council approved the amendments to the Zoning Code related to Large 
Family Day Care, Accessory Structures, Paving in Residential Front Yards, and Fences in the 
Residential Single-Family View Preservation Overlay District as part of its continuing updates of 
the Zoning Code. These amendments streamline and clarify the existing Code related to 
residential districts, and the related ordinance is expected to be adopted by Council on second 
reading on March 5, 2012. (Citywide) 

 

 Current Planning Calendar (as of February 28, 2012 and subject to change)  
Event Date/Address/Project Description/Approval Type (District #) 

Board of Zoning 
Adjustments 

March 1, 2012 

 1940 Fairway Dr/e-Cullett Glass processing/CUP (D3) 

Planning 
Commission 

March 15, 2012 

 Zoning Code amendments re: landscape requirements 
(City) 

 Roberts Rules of Order training for Commissioners  
April 19, 2012 

 E. 14th St & Juana Ave/Village Marketplace/PD & GPCF  
(D1) 

City Council March 5, 2012 

 Adoption of Zoning Code amendments/miscellaneous 
residential clean-up (2nd reading) (City) 

 Adoption of Zoning Code amendments/assembly & cultural 
institutions in commercial districts (2nd reading) (City) 

March 19, 2012 

 Zoning Code amendments/ assembly, commercial 
recreation uses, & entertainment activities in industrial 
districts  (City) 

April 2, 2012 

 Medical Marijuana update 
April 9, 2012 (Work Session) 

 San Leandro Crossings update 
April 16, 2012 

 2661 Alvarado St/C&M Trailer Rentals CUP Revocation 
Appeal (D3) 

 Zoning Code amendments re: landscape requirements 
(City) 

 May 21, 2012 

 E. 14th St & Juana Ave/Village Marketplace/PD (D1) 

Administrative 
Review (AR) 

 14800 Washington Ave/T-Mobile wireless telecomm in 
ROW/AR (D3) 

 130 Greenhouse Market/McDonalds 2nd drive-thru/PD mod 
(D4) 

 Bayfair Mall Carnival/TUP (D2) 

Notes:  CUP (conditional use permit); PD (Planned Development); SPR (site plan review); TUP 
(temporary use permit); GPCF (General Plan conformity finding 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 Staff recently prepared input and comments to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) on proposed Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) regulation 
changes. Staff comments addressed the following issues that appeared to be more 
administratively burdensome for cities and counties and developers of affordable housing: short 
project completion and HOME repayment deadlines, unrealistic completion and occupancy 
deadlines for affordable housing projects, and redundant building standard requirements.  Staff 
worked with other HOME grantee cities and counties to develop additional regionally consistent 
and coordinated feedback to HUD. HUD intends to collect and review feedback from across the 
nation through Fall 2012 and anticipates releasing the final Rule in Winter 2012.  (Citywide) 
 

 CDBG Public Service Grantee Profile: Girls Incorporated of Alameda County.  Since 1958, Girls 
Inc., a girl-centered nonprofit organization headquartered in San Leandro, has been dedicated to 
its mission to inspire all girls to be strong, smart, and bold.  Offering an array of after-school and 
community-based programs and services at over 40 community and school-based sites in San 
Leandro and Alameda County, Girls, Inc. promotes girls’ growth and development, nurtures their 
academic and athletic potential, and imparts confidence and self esteem.  Among the myriad of 
programs offered is the Pathways Counseling Center’s Family Strengthening Program with 
services that include providing mental health services at eight (8) schools in the San Leandro 
Unified School District.  Mental Health Clinicians conduct clinical assessments of students 
experiencing emotional behaviors or engaging in behavioral problems that interfere with their 
ability to learn and/or cause disruption in their classrooms to foster greater school success for the 
students and their peers.  The City’s Community Assistance Grant Program has been funding 
Girls, Inc. since FY 2000, but Girls Inc. only began receiving CDBG funds in FY 2010.  
Specifically, the CDBG funds support the mental health services provided at Washington 
Elementary School.  Last fiscal year, the Girls, Inc. clinician placed at Washington Elementary 
delivered these services to thirty-eight students (and family members). (Citywide) 
 

 

 
 

 The unemployment rate in San Leandro was 9.2% in December 2011, representing 3,800 
unemployed persons. This is a decrease from the previous month which was the first time the 
unemployment rate has dropped below 10% since April 2009.  The current unemployment rate in 
California is 10.9% and the current rate for Alameda County is 9.3%. Based on this data, the 
economic recovery in San Leandro is outpacing that of the State and County but the 
unemployment rate continues to be higher than the United States average of 8.5%. (Citywide) 
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SIMON AND COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

 

 

Intergovernmental Relations and Federal Affairs 
 

 

1660 L Street, NW • Suite 501 • Washington, D.C.  20036 
(202) 659-2229 • Fax (202) 659-5234 • e-mail: len.simon@simoncompany.com 

Washington Priority Meetings 
San Leandro 
City Officials 

March 8-9, 2012 

Len Simon’s Cell Phone: 202-607-9234 
 

Thursday, March 8 
7:00 p.m.   Federal Priorities Briefing Dinner 
    P.J. Clarke’s 
    1600 K Street NW 
 
Friday, March 9 
9:00 a.m.   Meet Len Simon at Hotel 
 
10:15 a.m.   EPA Office of Sustainable Communities 
    Discussion of Green Corridor 
    Ed Fendley, Environmental Protection Specialist 

EPA West Building 
1301 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Contact: Arnita Hannon, 202-564-3704 
 

11:30 a.m.   Economic Development Administration 
(Pending)   Dr. Barrett Haga 
    Opportunities for Assistance in next steps LIT San Leandro 
Project 
    1401 Constitution Avenue, NW Suite 7800 
 
1:30 p.m.   Representative Pete Stark 
    Mandy Thompson, Legislative Assistant 
    239 Cannon House Office Building 
    Contact: Mandy Thompson, 202-225-5065 
 
2:45 p.m.   Representative Barbara Lee 
(Pending)   Julie Nickson, Chief of Staff 
    2267 Rayburn House Office Building 
    Contact: Julie Nickson, 202-225-2661 
 
3:30 p.m.   Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Office 
    COPS Staff 

145 N Street, NE 
Contact: Kimberly Brummett, 202-616-2888 

  



 
  



 


