
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Downtown Farmers’ Market is Here! – 

Wednesdays, 4:00 – 8:00 pm through 

October 16, Parrott Street & East 14th 

Street. 

 

 Earth Day/Watershed Festival – 

Saturday, April 20. Go to 

www.fslc.org for more information. 

 Family Fitness Day – Saturday, April 

27, Washington Manor Park, 14900 

Zelma Street  

 10th Annual Bay-Friendly Garden Tour 

– Sunday, April 28.  Register online at 

www.bayfriendlygardentour.org or 

call (510) 859-8026. 

 16th Annual Cinco de Mayo 

Celebration – Friday, May 3, 6:00 

p.m., Civic Center Plaza, 835 East 14th 

Street.  View flyers in English and 

Spanish. 

 Compost Giveaway – Friday/ 

Saturday, May 3 and May 4, Public 

Works Service Center, 14200 

Chapman Road. 

 Bike to Work Day – Thursday, May 9, 

7:00 to 9:00 a.m., San Leandro BART 

Station. 

 

 Citywide Garage Sale & 

Neighborhood Cleanup Day – 

Saturday, June 1, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm; 

Recycling Event, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. 

S A N  L E A N D R O  N E W S  
APR I L  2 0 13  

CITY MANAGER MESSAGE 

Spring is upon us and so are a number of activities and 

programs related the environment and healthy living including 

Earth Day/Watershed Festival and the Farmer’s Market.  San 

Leandro is fortunate to have a great deal of natural beauty and 

even more fortunate to have proximity to Lake Chabot and San 

Francisco Bay connected by San Leandro Creek.  Urban water 

features are precious resources serving a wide variety of 

purposes from recreation to commerce to personal reflection.  

Please visit the Friends of San Leandro Creek Website at 

www.fslc.org to start a love affair with our special jewel. 

 

Healthy living is a focus of the all volunteer Family 

Fitness Day at Washington Manor Park and Bike to Work Day 

so please get involved and remember safety.  A clean city is a 

healthy city so please remember June 1st is our city wide 

Garage Sale and Neighborhood Cleanup Day.  While you are 

working on this also remember to have fun and celebrate our 

diversity – Cinco de Mayo at Civic Center Plaza May 3rd is a 

great opportunity to do that!  

 

   Sincerely, Chris Zapata, City Manager 

 

  

http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13548
http://www.fslc.org/
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13542
http://www.bayfriendlycoalition.org/GardenTour.shtml
http://www.bayfriendlygardentour.org/
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13575
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13575
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13575
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13576
http://www.sanleandro.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=4817
http://www.ebbc.org/btwd
http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pw/es/neighborhorhood_cleanup_citywide_garage_sale_n_recycling_event/default.asp
http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pw/es/neighborhorhood_cleanup_citywide_garage_sale_n_recycling_event/default.asp
http://www.ebbc.org/btwd
http://www.fslc.org/
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CITY APPOINTS TWO NEW DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

City Manager Chris Zapata announced recently the promotion of staff 

members to lead the Community Development and Public Works departments. 

Cynthia Battenberg, who has worked on the billion-dollar Kaiser Medical 

Center project and the ultrafast fiber optic project, Lit San Leandro, has been 

appointed Community Development Director. 

Battenberg will head the Community Development Department, which 

facilitates business development, housing services, planning services and building 

and safety services. 

Debbie Pollart has been selected to lead the Public Works Department after stints 

in planning and managing San Leandro’s Marina and Shoreline areas. 

As the Public Works Director, Pollart will oversee a budget of $23 million, which 

includes the Water Pollution Control Plant that processes 5 million gallons of 

wastewater each day, 50 city facilities, 180 miles of streets, 200 vehicles/pieces of 

equipment, 315 acres of restored marsh habitat, 17 parks and 3 pools. 

Their selections follow the hiring of David Baum to head the Finance Department, LaTanya Bellow 

in Human Resources, Theresa Mallon as Library Director and Deborah Acosta as the East Bay’s and 

San Leandro’s first Chief Innovation Officer. 
 

CITY COUNCIL APPOINTS RICHARD PIO RODA SL CITY ATTORNEY 
 

Effective April 8, Mayor Stephen Cassidy announced that the San Leandro City 

Council voted unanimously to appoint Assistant City Attorney Richard D. Pio Roda to 

be City Attorney.  He takes over this position from Jayne Williams, who has served as 

San Leandro’s City Attorney for nine years and will continue to provide legal services to 

the City as an assistant to the City Attorney. 

Pio Roda has served as San Leandro’s Assistant City Attorney for the past five years 

and was counsel to the City’s Board of Zoning Adjustments and Planning Commission. 

Pio Roda is a Principal with the law firm of Meyers Nave and practices in the areas 

of municipal and special district law, public contracts and construction, land use, real estate, and 

education law.  He also routinely advises on risk and litigation management.  From 2004 to 2007, he 

served as the Assistant City Attorney for the cities of Milpitas and Oakley. 

Pio Roda is frequently requested as a trainer and speaker on government ethics, conflicts of interest, 

public contracting, construction and public procurement. 
 

PRINCIPAL ENGINEER COOKE NAMED EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER 
The Engineering and Transportation Department’s Principal Engineer Keith Cooke 

was selected as Employee of the 2
nd

 Quarter (April – June 2013).  Keith has been with the 

City for 18 years and oversees all aspects of city engineering related to land development, 

surveying and mapping services, traffic operations, transportation planning and traffic 

engineering. Keith works closely with state and regional transportation agencies, such as 

BART, AC Transit, Caltrans, the MTC, and ACTC, and with other local governmental 

jurisdictions to analyze development proposals, improvement projects and future 

transportation demands.  Keith was recognized for this achievement at the City Council’s 

April 15
th

 meeting.  Congratulations, Keith!  

Debbie Pollart 
Public Works Director 

Cynthia Battenberg 
Community Development 

Director 

Richard D. Pio Roda 
City Attorney 

Keith Cooke 
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Click here for other Earth Day Events. 

  

http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/press/display.asp?layout=1&Entry=340
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FRIENDS OF SAN LEANDRO CREEK (FSLC) 

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED! 
 

Please visit the FSLC’s new improved website:  www.fslc.org. 

 
 Watershed Festival – Saturday, April 20, noon to 4:00 p.m., Root Park 

 Creek Clean Up – Saturday, May 11, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Root Park 

 FSLC Meeting – Tuesday, June 4, 7:00 p.m., Main Library 
 

Become a FSLC member!  
Sign up for a one-year FSLC Membership.  Download the form here.  

Teachers! 
FSLC offers free field trips, in-class presentations and other exciting 

learning opportunities for your students! Please add your contact 

information to our data base now. Click here to contact the Watershed 

Awareness Coordinator to learn more about our education programs. 
 
 

 

 

UPCOMING LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

 

Stanford University’s SparkTruck to Visit San Leandro Main Library 

Monday, April 22, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., Main Library, 300 

Estudillo Avenue 

The San Leandro Main Library will 

receive a visit from the SparkTruck on 

April 22, an educational build-mobile 

that encourages children to find their 

inner maker.  Students will get to try 

hands-on activities created by Stanford University design school students.  Visit www.sparktruck.org 

to see what it’s all about.  

 

Bilingual Music & Movement with Chiquy Boom!  

Wednesday, April 24, 7:00 pm 

Clown around with popular bilingual children's performer Chiquy Boom to magic, music and 

movement games presented in both English and Spanish 

 

 
  

http://www.fslc.org/
http://www.fslc.org/
http://www.fslc.org/pdf/fslcmembershipform.pdf
http://www.fslc.org/educationprograms.html
http://www.sparktruck.org/
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MORE UPCOMING LIBRARY EVENTS 
 

 

Celebrate Día/ Celebremos Día 

Saturday, April 27, 11 am – 2 pm  

Enjoy El día de los ninos, El día de los libros (Children’s Day/Book Day) at the library with fun-

filled activities that celebrate reading! We’ll have reading-related crafts and special performances 

from La Familia Pena-Govea (11:45am) and Caterpillar Puppets (1:00pm) in honor of children and 

books. Every family attending will receive a free book! 

 

Cuentos Bilingües/Bilingual Storytime 

Friday, May 3, 10:30 am 

Volunteers from our community continue bilingual Spanish/English storytime at the Main 

Library. Enjoy stories, songs and fingerplays in Spanish and English!  Voluntarios de nuestra 

comunidad presentaran cuentos bilingües en Español e Ingles en la biblioteca central. Disfruta de 

cuentos, canciones, y juegos en Español e Ingles. 

 

Family Gaming Day 

Saturday, May 11, 12 pm—2 pm 

Play some new board games during our family gaming event. All ages are  welcome – just drop in 

and play a little!  

 

Groove to the Banana Slug String Band  

Wednesday, May 29, 7:00 pm  

Enjoy the catchy tunes of the famous Banana Slug String Band, who combine music and 

movement to produce toe-tappin' science education at its best! 
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View flyer in Spanish.  

http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=13576
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BIKE TO WORK DAY – MAY 9 
 

 

The Engineering and Transportation Department will be hosting one of many Energizer 

Stations located throughout the Bay Area during the 19
th

 Annual Bike to Work Day 

scheduled for May 9.  The San Leandro Energizer Station will be located at the main 

entrance to the San Leandro BART station and will operate during 

the morning commute from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Water, juice, 

coffee, and pastries will be available to bicyclists.  Also, the East 

Bay Bicycle Coalition (EBBC) will provide City staff with 

numerous Tote / Musette Bags for distribution to the public at the 

station.  Each Tote / Musette Bag may contain some goodies, coupons, and bike-related 

information.  Please visit the website www.ebbc.org/btwd to learn more about Bike to Work 

Day, raffle prizes and giveaways; join or start a team in the Team Bike Challenge; and 

register for Free Adult, Youth, and Family Bicycle Safety Classes.  

5th Annual Vintage Fashion Show and Tea  
May 4 

The San Leandro Library and the Alta Mira Club proudly present the Fourth Annual 

Vintage Fashion Show and Tea on Saturday, May 4, at the beautiful Alta Mira Club House, 

located on 561 Lafayette Avenue. 

 

High tea, which will be served at 12:30 pm, includes tea or coffee and a beautiful spread 

of assorted tea sandwiches and delicious desserts.  Admission is $25.00 per person.  

Tickets can be purchased by check or with cash at the Information Desk at the San 

Leandro Main Library, located at 300 Estudillo Avenue.  Seating is limited so please be sure 

to purchase your tickets soon! 

Please, no will call.  For more information, please call (510) 577-3971. 

www.ebbc.org/btwd
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May is Older Americans Month! 
Come celebrate this special month with us.  

Every year since 1963, May has been a month to appreciate and celebrate the vitality and aspirations 

of older adults and their contributions to our communities. The theme for Older Americans Month 2013, 

Unleash the Power of Age, has never been more fitting. Older Americans are productive, active, and 

influential members of society, sharing essential talents, wisdom, and life experience with their families, 

friends, and neighbors.  During the month of May, the City of San Leandro’s Senior Community Center 

is offering the following two activities to seniors 50 and over to celebrate this special month. 

 

San Leandro Senior Black and White Gala Dinner Dance – May 10 

Strut down memory lane! Don your black and white formals (black tie for gentlemen and black and/or 

white evening dress for the ladies). Put on your dancing shoes, swing and sway with the sounds of 

yesteryear music from the Treble Makers! Enjoy a delicious dinner, and the chance to participate in the 

selection of the 2013 Senior Gala King and Queen. Friday, May 10, 4:00pm-7:00pm. San Leandro Senior 

Community Center, 13909 East 14
th

 Street, San Leandro. Fee: $15 for San Leandro residents and $20.00 

for non-residents. 

 

Multi-Cultural Potluck 

Sample foods from many different countries and cultures! Sign up to bring a sampling of your favorite 

dish (enough for at least 4 people). Come in the traditional dress/attire of your native country if you wish. 

Celebrate the many contributions of older people and get to know your neighbors while you enjoy a 

cultural feast! Friday, May 31, 12:00pm-2:00pm. San Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 East 

14
th

 Street, San Leandro. Fee: $3.00 for San Leandro residents and $5.00 for non-residents. 

 

For more information, please call (510) 577-3462. To register, visit the San Leandro Senior 

Community Center or Marina Community Center, or go online at www.sanleandrorec.org. 

http://www.sanleandrorec.org/
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SAN LEANDRO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

SLPD STAFF HONORED FOR NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK 
 

From April 14 through April 20, 2013, we celebrate National Public Safety 

Telecommunications week, honoring Public Safety Dispatchers around the 

country, for the role they play in public safety. 

Each year, the second full week of April is dedicated to the women and men 

who serve as public safety telecommunicators. It is designated as a time when 

citizens can thank public safety women and men who respond to emergency 

calls and dispatch emergency personnel during times of crisis. A banquet in 

honor of the 9-1-1 call takers and dispatchers, communications trainers and 

technicians that maintain radio and 9-1-1 telephone equipment, will be held on 

April 20.  

Many people take for granted the service provided by dispatchers who are the true “first responders” to a 

citizen’s call for help. These professionals are not only the calm voice to citizens, but also to the officers 

faced with life and death decisions on the street. They are often behind the scenes in an emergency incident. 

In 2012, San Leandro’s dispatchers were responsible for answering more than 89,000 calls for service from 

the public.  

This year, we recognize Megan Wilske, as our Dispatcher of the Year. Megan has been with the San 

Leandro Police Department since August of 1999 and this is the second time she has received this accolade. 

She is a calm presence in the dispatch center, always smiling and always willing to help. This is exemplified 

in her leadership role as the Explorer Advisor. “Her professionalism and dedication to her job is an example 

for everyone to follow”, stated Sergeant Mike Sobek.  

“Dispatchers are the first point of contact between the police and the community. It is a position which 

involves complex multi-tasking, management and leadership. We are celebrating and recognizing our 

dispatchers during National Public Safety Telecommunications for the work they do 24 hours a day / 7 days 

a week. Their work is critical to the success of our mission,” said San Leandro Police Chief Sandra Spagnoli.  
  



April 2013 – 13  San Leandro News 

 

 

 

ANONYMOUS WEB TIPS 
 

Citizens can send anonymous tips to San Leandro Police Department 

by texting the word SLPD and their tip to 847411.  

Anonymous web tips can be submitted from the Police Departments 

website at www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/services/at.asp.  For crime 

prevention tips please go to the Police Departments website at 

www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd or contact Jennifer Crosby at 577-3252. 

 

 

 

SIGN UP FOR SLPD COMMUNITY ALERTING 

SYSTEM 
 

To receive notification regarding a local emergency, sign up for alerts via Nixle and CodeRed.  

In the event of a localized emergency: 

Tune in Radio San Leandro - 1610AM  

Watch Cable Channel 15 (Comcast) or Channel 99 (AT&T U-Verse)  

For more information, visit: www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/services. 

 

               

 

  

http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/services/at.asp
http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd
http://www.sanleandro.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=12777
http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/services
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ONE STOP PERMIT CENTER HOURS 
Monday through Friday 

Planning and Zoning Services  Monday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 8:30 a.m. - Noon 

(Friday, by appointment only) 
(510) 577-3325 

Building and Safety Services  Monday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 7:30 a.m. - Noon  

(Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday Noon - 3:30 p.m. and  
Friday 7:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m., by appointment only)  

(510) 577-3405 

Housing Services  8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(510) 577-6004  

Office of Business Development  8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(510) 577-3311 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

Engineering Department  Monday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 8:30 - Noon 

(510) 577-3428 

Environmental Services 
Hazardous Materials 

 

Recycling 

 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(510) 577-3401 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
(510) 577-6026  

Business License/Cashier Window 

Year Round  

 

Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 7:30 a.m. - Noon 

Fire Department  

(Permits/Inspections)  

Monday 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 7:30 a.m. - Noon 

Inspections, by appointment only (510) 577-3317 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE 

If you would like to review weekly information from the City Manager, please check out the Weekly Update 

on the City’s website at www.sanleandro.org/depts/cityhall/city_manager.asp. 

Also, for more information on the City of San Leandro and its programs and services, visit the City’s website 

at www.sanleandro.org.  To register to automatically receive press releases, meeting agendas or other 

electronic notifications, go to e-Notify at www.sanleandro.org/portal/default.asp. 

  

http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/cityhall/city_manager.asp
http://www.sanleandro.org/
file://CH-FP01/DEPT$/CM/DEPT/WU/SL%20News/www.sanleandro.org/portal/default.asp
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U P C O M I N G  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  A N D  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

Meeting dates, times and location are subject to change.  Please confirm meetings by visiting 

www.sanleandro.org. 

4/22 Joint City/SLUSD/SLzUSD Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Main Library Karp Room 

5/6 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

5/13 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

5/20 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

5/28 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

6/3 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

6/10 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

6/17 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

6/24 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

7/1 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

7/8 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

7/15 City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

7/22 City Council Work Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

 
 

 

http://www.sanleandro.org/

