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To:      City Council  

From:  Chris Zapata,  City Manager  
 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Measure OO - Warehouse Business Outreach Meeting (Attached) 

Thurs. Oct. 27
th

 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM Sister Cities Gallery, City Hall 

835 E. 14
th

 St. 1
st
 Fl.  

 The Community Development Department is hosting an informational 

meeting aimed at businesses that could be impacted by the proposed rate 

change that is a part of Measure OO on the November 2016 ballot. An 

informational mailer has been sent to all warehouse, wholesale and 

distribution businesses that could potentially be impacted.  For more 

information, contact Katie Bowman, Business Development Specialist at 

577-3327 or kbowman@sanleandro.org.   

 

Recycling Program Fall/Winter Events (Attached) 

 The City’s Recycling Program released their Fall/Winter Calendar of 

Events for the upcoming months.  The Recycling Program will host the 

Fall Leaf Bag Program, America Recycles Day, Holiday Lights Recycling 

Program, and the Holiday Tree Recycling Program. Outreach for these 

programs includes Alameda County Industries billing inserts, direct mail 

to homeowner’s associations, newspaper advertisements and flyer 

distribution at City facilities and community events. For more information, 

contact Tonya Richardson at trichardson@sanleandro.org or 577-3452 
 

 

Council Information 
 

City’s Information Technology Division Wins 2016 Achievement Award  

 The City’s IT Division has been selected to receive the Municipal 

Information Systems Association of California’s (MISAC) “2016 

Achievement Award”. This statewide award recognizes “Information 

Technology practices that have met or surpassed local government 

standards.” Each submission was evaluated by three municipal IT 

Directors and ranked across ten subject areas. For more information visit 

MISAC’s website.   

 

Prepare San Leandro is Set to Launch on October 24
th

  

 Prepare San Leandro, the City’s adopt-a-drain initiative, is set to go 

live on Monday Oct. 24
th

. The program’s goal is to reduce localized 

flooding during the winter storm season by recruiting volunteers to 

“adopt” a storm drain near their home or place of work.  Participants will 

receive a thank you package that will include a t-shirt, a certificate of 
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appreciation, and a refrigerator magnet. Adopted storm drains will bear a special medallion that will be 

installed by Public Works. For more information, contact Debbie Pollart, Public Works Director at 

577-6020 or dpollart@sanleandro.org  

 

San Leandro Next 
 

 San Leandro Next is an initiative of the City of San Leandro Community Development 

Department providing news and updates on economic development and innovation. The following 

stories were posted since last week: 

Major Development Continues in San Leandro  

San Leandro Breweries Win Big at World Beer Championships  
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Information about Measure OO 

Changes to Business License Tax 
 

Overview 

If enacted, Measure OO will modify the current business license ordinance related to the following: 

- Reduce the business license tax for over 2,300 San Leandro businesses with  

three employees or fewer 

- Modify the business license tax for parking lots, to charge 10 percent of gross receipts 

- Modify the business license tax for warehouse, wholesale, and distribution uses, to charge $100 

per 1,000 square feet of space 

The proposed modifications have been designed to better align the City’s business license tax rates 

with City Council priorities to support small businesses located in San Leandro, while also 

incentivizing the productive use of the City’s industrial areas, with an emphasis on job creation. 

Small Business Discount: 

o Applies to small businesses located in San Leandro with three or fewer employees.   

o The per-employee fee, which ranges from $38.50 to $96.40, would be waived and businesses 

would only pay the base fee of $128.20.* 

o Results in a tax reduction for at least 2,300 small businesses located in San Leandro. 

Parking Lot Rate Change: 

o Applies to businesses that charge for the parking or storage of motor vehicles. 

o Currently, parking lots pay the base fee of $128.20 plus $38.50 per parking space.*   

o As proposed, parking lots would pay the base fee plus 10 percent of gross receipts.  

o In comparison, the rate in the City of Oakland is currently 18.5% of gross receipts.  

Warehouse, Wholesale & Distribution Rate Change: 

o Applies to businesses whose primary activity is the storage or consolidation of materials, sale of 

merchandise at wholesale, or distribution of goods to retailers or consumers. 

o Currently, these businesses pay the base fee of $128.20 plus a per employee fee of $38.50 to 

$77.10 depending on the type of business.* 

o As proposed, these businesses would pay the base fee plus $100 per 1,000 square feet of 

overall building space.* 

o Wholesale and distribution businesses that generate more than $50,000 in annual sales tax 

revenue to the City of San Leandro would be exempt from the square footage fee and continue 

to pay the per employee fee. 

 

*Note that all fees are subject to annual adjustments based upon the CPI (Consumer Price Index) 



For more information about Measure OO, visit: www.sanleandro.org/localmeasures 

Warehouse, Wholesale & Distribution Rate Change 

What types of businesses does the change apply to? 

Warehousing/Storage:  Any person or firm engaged in providing and/or operating warehousing 

facilities primarily used for the storage and/or consolidating of items such as raw materials, private 

goods, and the intermediary storage of bulk goods intended for further distribution. This 

classification includes moving and furniture storage companies. 

Wholesaling/Distribution – General:  Any person or firm primarily engaged in selling merchandise to 

retailers; to other wholesalers for resale to individual consumers; or to industrial users for their own 

consumption or resale to individual consumers. This classification includes order-processing 

fulfillment centers, logistics businesses, and other facilities that provide for the repackaging and/or 

shipment of an on-site inventory of goods and products directly to retail/wholesale customers or 

retail stores.  This classification also includes truck terminals, whose purpose is to provide for the 

consolidation, division and/or distribution of bulk goods through the use of large trucks and trailers, 

including cross-dock trucking uses. 

Wholesaling/Distribution – Large Local Seller.   Any person or firm which meets the parameters of a 

”Wholesaling/Distribution – General” and generates more than $50,000 in sales tax payable to the 

City of San Leandro during the prior July 1 through June 30 fiscal year. 

Why are these changes being proposed? 

o The rationale for this proposed change is to better align the business license fee with the 

impact of warehouse, wholesale, and distribution businesses, much of which comes from the 

physical size of their business rather than the number of employees.  Warehouse, wholesale 

and distribution businesses cause heavy wear on local streets through truck and delivery traffic, 

but generate relatively few jobs and limited business license revenue or sales tax.   

How will these changes impact the amount of my business license tax? 

o It depends on the size of the business and number of employees. While some warehouse, 

wholesale, and distribution businesses will see a reduction, most will see an increase. The size of 

the increase will be most significant for businesses that occupy a large building but employ just a 

few people.   

How is a business’ square footage calculated? 

o Square feet means all of the space within the exterior walls of the building leased or owned by 

the business regardless of use.  Square footage may be confirmed by a lease document, floor 

plan/blueprint, or other form of documentation approved by the Director of Finance.   

What if I operate another type of business and have storage space within my building? 

o Warehousing, wholesaling and distribution activities in connection with, and incidental to, a 

business licensed as a separate use category are not separate businesses for the purposes of 

the business license ordinance.  Businesses will be issued business licenses and charged the 

business license tax based upon their primary business type. 

http://www.sanleandro.org/localmeasures


 

City of San Leandro Recycling Program 

Fall/Winter Events 2016 
www.RecycleSanLeandro.org  •  PHONE  (510) 577-6026  •  EMAIL  Recycle@SanLeandro.org  

Excess leaves fill sidewalks and streets, clog storm drains and harbor pests. Collect and recycle excess leaves 

that don’t fit in your green waste cart. Bags are collected curbside on your regular collection day through 

January 29, 2017. Leaves placed in plastic garbage bags will not be collected. Maximum 15 bags per San 

Leandro household. Last day to pick up bags is January 13, 2017. 

Pick up free bags at these locations. Call for hours of operation: 

City Hall, 835 E. 14th Street, 577-3423 

Alameda County Industries (ACI), 610 Aladdin Avenue, 357-7282 

Public Works Service Center, 14200 Chapman Road, 577-3440 
 

For more information visit www.RecycleSanLeandro.org or call 577-6026. 

 

America Recycles Day 
Tuesday, November 15 • 9:00am — 1:00pm  
Marina Community Center, 15301 Wicks Blvd. 

The City of San Leandro is hosting a recycling event in recognition of America 

Recycles Day. This year’s theme is “Be Recycled”. The event encourages 

residents to recycle unusual types of items, including pharmaceuticals, mercury 

thermometers and thermostats, fluorescent lightbulbs and tubes, incandescent 

bulbs and household batteries.  

Residents who bring in a mercury thermometer will receive a free 

digital thermometer in exchange!  

For more information visit www.RecycleSanLeandro.org or call 577-6026. 

October 

Don’t throw out your holiday lights—RECYCLE them! Bring your light 

strands of all lengths and colors, from any holiday to the Public Works 

Service Center for recycling. Lights can be working or non-working. 

Please remove all packaging. No CFLs, pre-lit trees or lighted garland.  

For more information visit www.RecycleSanLeandro.org or call 577-6026. 

Holiday Lights Recycling Program 
November 21, 2016 — January 13, 2017  
City of San Leandro Public Works, 14200 Chapman Rd. 

November 

Fall Leaf Bag Program 
October 2, 2016 — January 13, 2017  

http://www.RecycleSanLeandro.org


 

City of San Leandro Recycling Program 

Fall/Winter Events 2016 
www.RecycleSanLeandro.org  •  PHONE  (510) 577-6026  •  EMAIL  Recycle@SanLeandro.org  

   January 

It’s a Wonderful Night 

Friday, December 2 ● 6:00pm — 9:00pm 
Downtown San Leandro at Joaquin Plaza 

The San Leandro Downtown Association invites you to take a little time out from holiday preparations to join 

the “It’s a Wonderful Night” festivities. The sound of hooves will be heard as horse-drawn carriages transport 

passengers to another time through the streets historic downtown San Leandro. The evening includes free 

holiday entertainment, games, cookie decorating, make-and-take arts and crafts for children.  

For more information, visit www.SanLeandroDowntownAssociation.org. 

Sausage and Suds Music Festival 
Sunday, October 2 ● 10:00am — 6:00pm 
Parrott St., between E. 14th St. & Washington Av. 

The annual Sausage & Suds Music Festival is a FUN, FREE musical event. The event 

attracts over 8,000 people annually. The San Leandro Downtown Association will host a 

beer and wine garden, with a nice variety of wines, an extensive variety of micro brews, 

and food that pairs nicely (sausages among other choices).  

For more information, visit www.SanLeandroDowntownAssociation.org. 

Holiday Tree Recycling Program 
January 1, 2017 — January 13, 2017 

  October  –  December 

Alameda County Industries (ACI) and Waste Management of Alameda County (WMAC) 

will collect your holiday tree, at no additional charge, for composting during the first 

two weeks of January.  Place your tree on the curb on your scheduled collection day.  

Remove all decorations, lights and the stand.  The tree should be cut in half, if it is tall-

er than 6 feet.   Flocked and artificial trees cannot be composted, place them in the 

garbage, or schedule a special collection with your provider. 

For additional information contact your service provider: 

Alameda County Industries    (510) 357-7282 

Waste Management of Alameda County  (510) 613-8710  

 


