
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To:      City Council  

From:   Lianne Marshall ,  Interim City Manager  

 

I hope some of the Council will be able to attend the East Bay Economic 

Development Alliance (EDA) Event on Economic Development and Job Creation 

in the East Bay on Thursday, October 13 (see below).  The event is free to 

Councilmembers and should be a very interesting discussion about economic 

development priorities in the East Bay. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

2011 Seniors Flu Shot Clinic (reminder) 

 Monday, October 10, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Senior Community Center 

 The second annual Seniors Flu Shot Clinic will be held on October 10.  This 

service is offered in partnership with Sutter Visiting Nurse Association and 

Hospice (VNA).  While the focus on the clinics is for seniors, no one is turned 

away. 

 This year‟s flu immunization will include the H1N1 strain. There is no charge 

for those covered by Medicare Part B.  VNA is not receiving free vaccines 

from the county this year, so flu shots will be $25 for those not covered by 

Medicare Part B, $55 for pneumonia shot, and $30 for preservative-free shot 

(for those pregnant or allergic to thimerosal).  The fee is established by VNA, 

which is a non-profit organization, and the City receives no money.  Last year, 

over 300 shots were administered at the Marina Community Center. 

 

Coffee with the Cops (reminder) 

 Tuesday, October 11, 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m., Dick’s Restaurant, 3188 

Alvarado Street 

 "Coffee with the Cops" is a pilot program implemented by the San Leandro 

Police Department in an effort to enhance communication between community 

members and the police department. These monthly presentations, which will 

take place at various locations around the community, will have an informal 

format designed to be informative regarding public safety and quality of life 

issues that impact neighborhoods. 

 

East Bay Economic Development Alliance (EDA) Event – Building on our Assets: 

Economic Development and Job Creation in the East Bay (flyer attached) 

 Thursday, October 13, 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., Oakland Marriott City 

Center, 1001 Broadway 

 East Bay EDA will release an in-depth look at the East Bay economy next 

Thursday.  The study, which focuses on economic development and job 

creation in the East Bay, was prepared by leading economists from the Bay 

Area.  A panel of state and regional leaders will be on hand to respond to the 

report and set the stage for a regional conversation about the East Bay‟s 

economic development priorities. 

 As an East Bay EDA member, the event is free to Councilmembers, however, 

space is limited.  Please register for the event here. 

U P C O M I N G  

M E E T I N G S  

10/10  City Council Work 

Session - CANCELLED 

10/11  Facilities and 

Transportation 

Committee Meeting, 

4:00 p.m.,  

Sister Cities Gallery 

10/13  Business & Housing 

Committee Meeting, 

4:00 p.m.,  

Sister Cities Gallery 

10/14  Disaster Council, 

8:30 a.m., Senior 

Community Center 

10/17 City Council Meeting, 

7:00 p.m.,  

Council Chambers 

10/18  Rules and 

Communications 

Committee Meeting, 

4:30 p.m.,  

Sister Cities Gallery 

10/21  Finance Committee 

Meeting, 8:15 a.m.,  

Sister Cities Gallery 

10/24  City Council Work 

Session, 7:00 p.m.,  

South Offices 

Conference Room 

 

 

Week ending October 7,  2011 

City Manager‟s 

Weekly Update 

http://eastbayeda.eventbrite.com/


 

Two Community Meetings on City Council Redistricting and City Manager Selection 

 Thursday, October 13, 7:00 p.m., Main Library Lecture Hall, 300 Estudillo Avenue 

 Wednesday, October 19, 7:00 p.m., Marina Community Center Thunderbolt Room, 15301 Wicks 

Boulevard 

 Two meetings have been scheduled to seek the community‟s input on two important matters – redistricting 

of City Council districts, and characteristics and qualifications of the ideal future City Manager for San 

Leandro.  The meetings scheduled for October 13 and October 19 will cover both topics in each meeting. 

 Redistricting of City Council Districts generally comes every ten years, after the US Census has been 

completed and new Census tracts show shifts in the City‟s population.  The City Council strives to balance 

the number of residents within each Council district. 

 Also, the recruitment for a new City Manager for San Leandro is underway and the community is 

encouraged to give recommendations for the qualities and qualifications desirable in a new City Manager.  

An on-line questionnaire is available on the City‟s website to receive community input at the following 

link: http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/cityhall/council/cmquestionnaire.asp. 

 The two topics will be combined into single meetings as a convenience to the community. 

 

San Leandro Creek Clean-Up 

 Saturdays, October 29, and  November 19, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Root Park, East 14
th

 and Hays 

Streets 

 Celebrate International Coastal Cleanup Day on October 29 and November 19 by removing non-native 

invasive plants, as well as cleaning debris from San Leandro Creek. 

 Long sleeves and long pants, sturdy shoes and gardening gloves are recommended.  Plastic gloves, drinks 

and snacks will be provided. 

 Participants under 18 years must have a parent or guardian signature to participate and children under 14 

must be accompanied by an adult.  Call 577-6069 for more information or visit http://www.fslc.org. 

 

Village Marketplace Follow-Up Community Meeting 

 Wednesday, November 2, 7:00 p.m., Sister Cities Gallery, City Hall 

 The City will hold a second community workshop on November 2 to continue the conversation regarding 

the Village Marketplace. 

 The designs for pedestrian and bicycle access, landscaping and hardscaping, the outdoor plaza and dining 

areas, and building elevations have been modified and further developed based on input at the September 

27 meeting.  Additionally, a representative from Fresh „N Easy Neighborhood Grocery will be present. 

 

Veterans Day Flag Raising 

 Friday, November 11, 11:00 a.m., Senior Community Center, 13909 East 14
th

 Street 

 This year‟s Veterans Day Flag Raising program, hosted as always by San Leandro American Legion Post 

117, will be held on Friday, November 11, at 11:00 a.m. (11-11-11 at 1100hrs in military time) at the 

Senior Community Center. 

 Local Veteran Adam Figueroa, who has passed on “to Post Everlasting,” will be eulogized, and the event 

will also offer a special tribute to WWII Veterans.  Because of this special WWII tribute, the Post has 

asked that we hold it at the Senior Community Center to accommodate a larger than normal audience. 

 We have not yet heard if there will be an Alameda County Veterans Day Parade this year. 

 

Council Information 

State Elimination of Redevelopment Agencies Impact on 2011 Downtown Holiday Plans 

 Redevelopment Agencies throughout the State of California are anxiously awaiting a decision on the 

lawsuit filed by the California Redevelopment Association and League of California Cities against the 

state for two bills passed in June of this year – AB x1 26 which eliminates redevelopment agencies and AB 

x1 27 which allows cities to pay the state a ransom to continue to collect tax increment for redevelopment. 

 The State Supreme Court has indicated they will issue a decision by January 15, 2012.  In the meantime, 

San Leandro is one of the approximately 400 agencies whose activities are on hold.  This holding pattern 

http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/cityhall/council/cmquestionnaire.asp
http://www.fslc.org/


has stalled some redevelopment projects, such as the development of Village Marketplace in Downtown 

San Leandro, while funding for other redevelopment programs is prohibited, such as 2011 holiday lighting 

downtown. 

 In past years the City was able to fund holiday decorations as well as a tree-lighting ceremony at City 

Hall.  Funding for holiday events was discontinued last year in response to continued declines in City 

General Fund revenue.  The Redevelopment Agency was able to partner with the Downtown Association 

last year and continue to bring the community a revamped holiday event at Joaquin Plaza.  The 

Redevelopment Agency lit the path of the horse-drawn carriages while the Downtown Association planned 

and managed the popular “It‟s a Wonderful Night” event in Joaquin Plaza. 

 Although Downtown San Leandro may not be decorated as in the past, the Downtown Association is 

planning to bring the community the It‟s a Wonderful Night holiday festivities on Friday, December 2, 

2011. 

 

Police Department Crime Prevention Newsletter (attached) 

 The Fall 2011 SLPD Crime Prevention Newsletter is attached and posted on the City‟s website: 

http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/prevention/programs.asp 

 

Community Development Update – October 2011 (attached) 

 An update on projects and happenings in the Community Development Department during the month of 

September 2011 is attached for your information.  Highlighted projects include: Stepping Stones façade 

improvements, Village Marketplace, the Shoreline Conceptual Master Plan, Westgate Center, Surf 

Apartments, the City's floodplain management activities, a preview of planning activities for October and 

November, and building permit statistics. 

 The Community Development Update is available in multiple locations on the City website including the 

Community Development webpage, the Business Development webpage and under Neighborhood News.  

It‟s also listed as a City News Item. 

 The Community Development Update is also distributed via Constant Contact to a database of 

approximately 500 individuals. 

 

Businesses in the News 

Chevys, El Torito Owner Files for Bankruptcy (article attached) 

 On October 4, Real Mex, owners of Chevys and El Torito restaurants, filed for bankruptcy due to declines 

in revenue in their 178 stores, the majority of which are in California. 

 San Leandro has one Chevys located at Bayfair and an El Torito at the Shoreline. 

 The company is seeking bankruptcy court approval for an auction in about three months and is in 

discussions with creditors.  Staff received a call from Real Mex‟s realty consultant regarding the El Torito 

lease with the City, which expires in 2019. 

http://www.sanleandro.org/depts/pd/prevention/programs.asp


 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



Parent of El Torito, Chevy Fresh Mex files for Bankruptcy 
USA Today – October 4, 2011    By Mae Anderson, Associated Press 

 

NEW YORK – Real Mex, operator of Mexican restaurants including El Torito, Chevys Fresh Mex and 

Acapulco Mexican Restaurant y Cantina, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection Tuesday and 

plans to seek a buyer for the company. 

 

CFO Richard Dutkiewicz says the company faced declining sales since 2008 as consumers began 

to eat out less often during the recession. The chain was also facing higher costs and rising debt. 

 

It had assets of $272.2 million and debt of nearly $250 million when it filed for bankruptcy protection, 

according to a filing with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Delaware. 

 

Its year-to-date revenue totaled $315.4 million through Aug. 21, down 3% from the year before 

because of lower customer traffic and store closings. 

 

The company discussed restructuring its debt with its creditors, but Dutkiewicz said in a filing that the 

company decided the best way to preserve the company's value as an operating company and 

maintain uninterrupted business was to start Chapter 11 proceedings and try to sell itself. 

 

Dutkiewicz said the company is seeking bankruptcy court approval for an auction in about three 

months, after bidding procedures are final and bids are submitted. He said the company is in "active 

discussions" with some creditors for a potential "stalking horse," or opening bid for the auction. 

The company, based in Cypress, Calif., started in 1954, opening El Torito restaurants. Today it 

operates 178 restaurants, including 149 in California and 29 in 11 other states. It also has 30 

franchised or licensed restaurants in 10 states in the U.S., Japan and Turkey. It employs about 

11,000 people. 
 

 

 

 

http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/El+Torito
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Chapter+11

