
A Conversation about Creating a 
San Leandro Creek Greenway

WELCOME



Agenda

• Introductions, Director Doug Siden

• San Leandro Creek Habitat and Greenway 
Proposal, Prof. Robin Freeman

• Friends of San Leandro Creek Activities, 
Hon. Michael Gregory

• Discussion about Partnerships and a 
possible San Leandro Creek Alliance



Linking the Hills to the Bay: 
Vision for a San Leandro Creek Greenway

Photo sites
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Mt. Diablo

Redwood Creek



Mt. Diablo from 
Rocky Ridge EBMUD trail
Eastern watershed edge



San Pablo Reservoir, 
Moraga Creek via 
Lafayette-Moraga Trail



EBMUD San Leandro Creek
watershed lands looking west
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The upper 
watershed creeks 

meet at
Lake Chabot



Lake Chabot to I-580



Directly below Chabot Dam where native Rainbow Trout have been identified.
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The creek meanders through 
the city…
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Between homes…
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Main St. Bagels creek overlook

Businesses…

and Parks…



MacArthur Blvd to Bancroft Ave
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Under I-580
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Across a 
pedestrian bridge,
to a possible
Watershed
Education Center
Bancroft Middle
School



Bancroft Ave. to E-14th Street
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Memorial Park

Bancroft Middle School



Water Quality Monitoring

Downstream from Bancroft



Root Park
Downtown San Leandro
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E-14th St. to San Leandro BART
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3/10 mile from San Leandro BART
Within Safe Routes to Transit area
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Hidden in plain sight



Sobrante Park to Martin Luther King Shoreline
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I-80 crossing
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Approximately  80% of urbanized
San Leandro Creek has an existing
path or maintenance road
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Columbia Gardens
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This perennial creek is one of the few uninterrupted, 
completely open creeks in the East Bay. 



The creek is a “Blue Way” at high tide.



Martin Luther King Jr. Shoreline
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Arrowhead Marsh is an important layover for 
birds migrating along the Pacific Flyway.



Opportunities



Fish Passage

RAINBOW TROUT COOKIES
Susan Levenson, FSLC



Optimal Permanent Flow

High flow
Current low flow

EcoWang Consultants    



STREAMSIDE TRAILS AS SAFE AND SCENIC ROUTES 
TO TRANSIT,SHOPPING, WORK, RECREATION, SCHOOL



The “East Bay Greenway” along BART- creek crossing



“...everyone coming together mingling enjoying each others cultures with 
no violence - just peacefulness. “ 

Photo  and  interview by  Merritt students

Ranger Naturalist Outdoor Education Jobs



“…this used to be the Ratto Truck Farm. 

As kids, the farm was our parkland…39

Urban Farm Resort opportunity on the creek
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Youth work on the creekside outdoor 
classroom at Madison Middle School

CREATING JOBS
Youth Outreach

Green Works 
Development

•City of Oakland, 
•Oakland Schools, 
•Merritt College 
•East Bay Boxing 
Asso ciation & 30
partn ers



Commercial frontage

San Leandro Creek

Historic Ratto Farm

TRANSIT & PEDESTRIAN
PORTAL

WELCOME TO THE
OAKLAND AIRPORT

AND COLISEUM AREA



Lion Creek

Damon Slough

Arroyo Viejo Creek

San Leandro Creek

3 MILES OF CREEKS
& SHORELINE ON
4 CREEKS

“Attracting employees for the 
immediate area businesses who 
can travel to work via transit.”
-Master Plan

And will then want to walk to 
work, lunch, on breaks

Elmhurst Creek



Oracle CorporationRedwood Shores, Redwood City

Americas Cup yacht
stored in Oracle's
business park lagoon

Bayside Wetland Park
Residential 



HOTEL WITH GREEN ROOF

World Class Hegenberger Portal Resort Hotel 



Green Roofs

TEXAS

SAN FRANCISCO

OAKLAND



•Resort Hotel and Restaurant
•Urban Farm & Ranch

•Organic produce 
•Job training
•Boat rentals
•Bike rentals
•Skate rentals
•Sightseeing trips

•Wetland restoration
•Wildlife area
•Recreation multi-use trails
•Portal to 2,000 miles of trails
•Walk/bike to BART/ Work
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VISION
Our shared narratives

IMPLEMENTATION
Planning, Installation and 
Maintenance



Connecting the Dots

Ongoing conversations about 
connecting with each other and 

where we live

Merritt College’s Environmental Program, Institute for Sustainable Policy Studies

“Dots” can be people, places, organizations, and ideas



Regional Parks Directors 
and staff.

Discover 
Stakeholder 
Goals

Merritt College Class at Sobrante Park
http://goo.gl/maps/E1M1



Adopt A Creek. Alameda County Flood Control District

Oakland High
Environmental 
Science Academy,
Merritt College,
Mayor Quan



•More than 8x as cost effective
•Created ongoing good will 

Oct 2010
Mayor Ron
Dellums

Nov 2012

Merritt Hosts 
Connect the Dots Meetings

San Leandro 
Vice Mayor 

Michael Gregory
and Oakland

Mayor Jean Quan

Green Works Development



Unconnected Dots
are opportunities



Trail with Public Access = ~54% of city creek (33% open 21% fenced in parks)
Trail - No Public Access = ~33% of city creek
No Trail = ~13% of city creek 

Approximately  80% of urbanized
San Leandro Creek has an existing 
path or maintenance road



Stakeholder Goals

• Regular regime of continuous release of 
water 

• Streambank habitat re-vegetation
• Streambed restoration
• Create public access for educational 

activities and recreation 
• Create multi-use connecting pathways as 

neighborhoods approve



Phase I Complete
Pre-Design discovery, community awareness, and interest
10% design level $50,000

Phase II In process
Multi-Stakeholder Vision Conceptual Pre-Planning Documents
to 15% design level in preparation for PhaseIII 
$10,000 

Phase III
35% Design phase for Master Plan with prioritized projects
$100 - $250K

Phase IV
EIR

Phase V
Contract Documents PSE 100%

Phase VI
Phased Implementation



Concept Documents
• Archive of existing documents
• Goals

– Stakeholder Concepts to Date
– Maps
– Preparation for Master Plan 

•10% Complete

•Bring to 15%
Completion

SAN LEANDRO CREEK 
GREENWAY AND WATERSHED 

CONCEPTUAL PLAN
FEASIBILITY STUDY

DRAFT



Earth Day on San Leandro Creek

• Saturday April 20
• All along the creek

– Clean Up
– Education
– Bike, Hike
– Festival THANK YOU



Discussion
• Partnerships and a possible             

San Leandro Creek Alliance

• How could your organization relate to a 
San Leandro Creek Restoration or 
Greenway?

• Next Steps


