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Legal







• Water of the Bay

• Tidal wetlands 

• Certain waterways (creeks, 

sloughs and rivers)

• 100-foot shoreline band

The Commission’s Jurisdiction



Law and Policies for Development

of the Bay and Shoreline

McAteer-Petris Act San Francisco Bay Plan



Three Primary Goals 

• Prevent Unnecessary Fill in the Bay

• Maximize Public Access to and along 

the Shoreline

• Plan for Future 



Mandate: 

Prevent Unnecessary Fill



• Minor fill to improve shoreline appearance

Fill in the Bay can be approved only for:

• Water-oriented uses

• Minor fill for public access













































Maximize Public Access





The McAteer-Petris Act

“...existing public access to the shoreline and 

waters of  the San Francisco Bay is inadequate 

and that maximum feasible public access, 

consistent with a proposed project, should be 

provided.”



The Bay Plan policies on public access 

state that:

“Maximum feasible public access should 

be provided in and through every new 

development in the Bay or on the 

shoreline….”

The San Francisco Bay Plan



1965  - 4 miles

2010- over 200 miles

Public 

Shoreline 

Access



45 Years of 

Experience and Precedent









General Planning Principles

• Site Context

• Site Planning



General Planning Principles



Seven Public Access Objectives



No. 1

Make Public Access Public



No. 2

Make Public Access Usable



No. 3

Enhance Visual Access to the Bay



No. 4

Enhance the Visual Quality 
of the Shoreline



No. 5

Provide Connections and 
Continuity along the Bay



No. 6

Take Advantage of the Bay Setting



No. 7

Ensure that Public Access is 
Compatible with Wildlife



Site Specific 

Public Access Improvements



Site Specific Improvements

• Road and Highways Along the Shoreline



Site Specific Improvements

• In-car Bay 

Viewing



Site Specific Improvements

• Pedestrian 

and Bicycle 

Bridges



Site Specific Improvements

• Gathering and Seating Areas



Site Specific Improvements

• Site Furnishings



Site Specific Improvements

• Avoiding Adverse Effects 

on Wildlife



Site Specific Improvements

• Shoreline Edge Treatments that Provide 

Closeness to the Water



Site Specific Improvements

• Trail Design



Site Specific Improvements

• Interpretive Elements and Public Art

Fountain Photo



Site Design



The Context



Public Access

1. Make it Public

2. Make it Usable

3. Provide Visual Access

4. Enhance Visual 

Quality

5. Make Connections and 

Provide Continuity

6. Bay Setting

7. Ensure Compatibility

with Wildlife













Group 1



Group 2



Group 3






